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THEELS CLUB
LAUNCHED
IN DUBAI

US PGA Championships and the
US Masters firmly in Els’s sights

IT'S GOING TO BE A BIG YEAR, HE SAYS AT THE ELS CLUBE IN DUBAI SPORTS CITY
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By SaiaE TREGONDG

S Ripaarrer

Dubai He may be cutting
back his schedule this sea-
HOM [0 concenirale on wis-
oing more  Majors, bt
Ernbe Els s4ill found time 1o
play the Tirst round on his
new golf course yesterday,

The South can iced
off sgainst a host of famoos
fricnds  including  tennks
legend Marting Mavratilo-
va, Englond cricket all-
rounder Andrew Flintaff,
former Man:hmcrﬁt.:nl:m
goalkéeper Peter Schme-
ichel and South Africa rug-
by captain, John Smie.

The competition wasn't
as sl 2w frwill be when bhe
gocs for Bis fourth Dubal
Desery Classic crown aviar
the weekend apainst Tiger
Woods  and  defending
champion, Heorik Stenson,
but Ele was Keen 1o get bo

P with his new course,

The Els Club s the first
5 facility o open st
the Dubal Spors City de-
velopiment.

Just before teeing off inio
astrong afternoon wind in
Dubal, Els sa3id that e was
proud to be back o the
emirate, a cliy thar he has
been associored with sinee
LB
Great day

*I's a great day for my

my, e il

1 ‘t zeen the course
in over a year, the last tme
it was all sxill sand.”

A vear has made a big dif:
ference at The Els Club.
With 7538 yards of undy-
lating green carpet: stand-
ing out in stark contrast o
the desart that surrounds
. the course is as finely

TR W

Generous  fairways  and
short rough have been de-
sigmed to tempt all stan-
dards and Els joked il
even he should be able to
hit the wide fairways.

And s It proved for T8
holes and the waorld num-
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Ber fve képt up o ronning
commentary ax he playved
his course,

With the opening of The
Els Club the 1all player,
known as The Big Easy
may have realised a few. of
his design ambitions, but at
the age of 38 he s planning
1o do a'lot mode inchis pro-
fessiopal career.

His CV is already i
siwe — seven World March-
play champlonship titles,
the US Open twice (19404
and 1997) and the Open

Championship in 2002 3s
well 2z almost 60 Tour vic-
tartes on' the Europe and
LSA PGA 1ours - but Els
wants the two Majors that
are not vet inchuded on his
list.

The US PGA Champi-
onship and the US Masters
are in his sights and Els is
focused for an all-out as-
saule.

“Lihink this is going ro be
g big year” he'said. "Obvi-
ously vou vwant to get your
game right for the Majors.

My main focus was to get
myself ready for all the Ma-
jors and especially. the
Mastors,”

Els has alwayvs had & gru-
elling schedule ‘bur now
plans o concentrate &n
designing and winning the
hig events,

“I'have alwdys had a very
busy schedule since 1992,
which was my first full
yirar on the European Tour
and I have been travelling
all my career”™ he  éx-
plained,

- have  been talking
about changing my sched-
ule for a good ten years
and now I'nl finally doing
what 1 sald.

“With the golf design
husﬁnmlt%;i;:lgd F[! well,

rha oT me 1o
5; lJliEligs m [ittle bir differ-
ently.”

On the web

passhie; Erie Eli oo his e Do
cou weew piilfngws com f port
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